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Science Courses  

 

Ensuring that an appropriately prepared and endorsed teacher is assigned to teach in 

Michigan’s classrooms is critical to student achievement.  The State Board of Education 
(SBE) has approved standards for preparing teachers in each endorsement area.    

 
The Science (DX) and Integrated Science (DI) are group endorsement areas, covering 
multiple subareas including biology, chemistry, physics, and earth/space science. The 

Physical Science (DP) is a group endorsement including chemistry and physics.  
 

Additionally, specific subareas of science may be taught by holders of the specific 
subarea endorsement.  For example, while the Science (DX) and Integrated Science (DI) 
endorsed teacher may be assigned to teach a biology course, so may a specific Biology 

(DA) endorsed teacher.  However, the specific subarea endorsed teacher may not be 
assigned to teach a course covering multiple areas of science. 

 
For example, if the course covers multiple areas of science, the single subject area 
endorsed teacher has not been properly prepared. The Chemistry (DC) teacher may not 

be assigned to teach “7th Grade Science” or “Physical Science”.   
 

When staffing Physical Science courses, district should reference the June 14, 
2012 memo.  This memo indicated that new assignments to physical science courses 
must hold the Physical Science (DP), or Science (DX), or Integrated Science 

(DI), or both the Chemistry (DC) and Physics (DE) endorsements.    
 

Physical science teachers who have been previously assigned to physical science courses 
prior to the 2012 school year with only Chemistry (DC) or Physics (DE) endorsement may 
continue in that assignment. Teachers who taught Physical Science prior to 2012 and 

have not been teaching it continuously since then can begin teaching it again with the DC 
or DE endorsement as long as the following guideline is followed: 

   
• There must not be a lapse of three or more years from the time teacher moved 

from physical science assignment and the conclusion of the 2011-2012 school 
year.  In other words, a teacher who left the physical science assignment before 
beginning of 2009-2010 school year should NOT be reassigned to physical science for 

2012-2013 school year.  If three school years have passed since the teacher last 
taught physical science, then the teacher will not be considered appropriately placed 

in a physical science course with only one of the Chemistry (DC) or Physics (DE) 
endorsements. 
  

Additional information regarding appropriate placement of teachers can be found in 
the Quick Reference: Courses That Can Be Taught and the Proper Placement 

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-5683_14795_83465---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Science_Endorsements_389113_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/courses_taught_by_endorsement_523203_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Proper_Placement_Considerations_526653_7.pdf
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Considerations documents.  If a certified teacher does not hold the appropriate 
endorsement or is not available for the position, additional options for placement exist. 

Michigan has developed a system of permits that is structured to support the appropriate 
placement beliefs outlined in this document.  

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Proper_Placement_Considerations_526653_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Permit_Overview_529841_7.pdf

